Policy No.: 3004

SCHOOL YEAR/SCHOOL DAY
School Year

The length of the school year is at least 180 teaching days or 990 teaching hours. The
Regional School Board offers in-person instruction to each student enrolled in the school for at
least 990 teaching hours except as otherwise permitted by Va. Code § 22.1-98.C.4 or Article 3 of
Chapter 14 of Title 22.1 of the Code of Virginia. Days on which the school is closed due to
severe weather or other emergencies are made up as provided below if necessary to meet these
requirements.

Make Up Days

If severe weather conditions or other emergency situations result in the closing of school
or in an unscheduled remote learning day for the school for

e five or fewer days, all missed days are made up by adding teaching days to the
school calendar or extending the length of the school day;

e six days or more, the first five days plus one day for each two days missed in
excess of the first five are made up by adding teaching days to the school calendar
or extending the length of the school day.

If severe weather conditions or other emergency situations result in the closing of school
and the school has been unable to meet the 180 teaching day requirement, Maggie L. Walker
Governor’s School may make up the missed teaching days by providing its students with
instructional hours equivalent to such missed teaching days to meet the minimum 990 teaching
hour requirement.

If severe weather conditions or other emergency situations result in the closing of the
school for in-person instruction, the school may declare an unscheduled remote learning day
whereby the school provides instruction and student services that are consistent with guidelines
established by the Department of Education to ensure the equitable provision of such services.
No more than 10 unscheduled remote learning days will be declared in a school year unless the
Superintendent of Public Instruction grants an extension or the school requests and receives a
waiver from the Board of Education in accordance with applicable guidelines.

School Calendar

The Regional School Board establishes the school’s calendar in accordance with state
law. It also establishes teaching contracts in accordance with applicable regulations of the Board
of Education to include contingencies for making up teaching days and teaching hours missed for
emergency situations.

An advisory committee composed of teachers, parents, and school administration may be

utilized to recommend a proposed calendar to the executive director. The recommendation of this
committee is advisory.
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Joint or Regional Schools

School boards operating joint or regional high schools, including regional charter
schools, offering a specialized curriculum leading to a high school diploma and a postsecondary
credential, such as industry certification, career certificate, or degree may, by agreement,
establish alternative schedules for the delivery of instruction. Those schedules may include
alternatives to standard school day and year requirements, subject to the issuance of any
necessary waivers by the Board of Education and relevant Board of Education regulations.
Certification

The Regional School Board Chair and the executive director certify the total number of
teaching days and teaching hours each year as part of the annual report to the Board of Education.
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